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now that the chance had come he welcomed it
" almost with boyish enthusiasm."
In this frame of mind the pair set out on the
morning of June 6th. The sightless Norton could
only press their hands and pathetically wish them
good luck. Odell and Hazard (who had come up
from Camp III as Somervell had gone down) had
prepared them a meal of fried sardines with biscuits
and plenty of hot tea and chocolate, and at 8.40
they started. Their personal loads consisted of
the modified oxygen apparatus with two cylinders
only and a few other small items such as wraps and
a food ration for the day, in all about 25 Ib. The
eight porters with them carried provisions, bedding
and additional oxygen cylinders, but no oxygen
apparatus for their own use.
The morning was brilliant. It clouded over in
the afternoon and a little snow fell in the evening ;
but this was not serious and four of Mallory's
porters returned in the evening from Camp V with
a note saying there was no wind there and that
things looked hopeful. The next morning, the
7th, Mallory's party moved on to Camp VI, while
Odell came up in support to Camp V. It would
have been better of course if he could have gone
with them and so made a party of three. Three
is the ideal number for a mountain party. But
the tiny tents held only two climbers. There were
not sufficient porters to carry a second tent. And
he could only follow a day behind, acting as a kind
of support.